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present the matter to the board prevailed, and the chairman invited Dr. 
Hinsdale and Mr. Thurber to accompany him and address the board, if it 
should seem advisable. The chairman was given full power to make such 
assignment of work for the ensuing year to the various members of the com- 
mittee as should seem to him best. 

At the meeting of the Board of Directors the claims of the committee to 
such support as the condition of the treasury of the N. E. A. might justify 
were strongly presented by Dr. Nightingale, Dr. Hinsdale, and several mem- 
bers of the board. It is hoped that the Executive Committee of the N. E. A., 
in whose hands the matter has been left for final decision, will be able to give 
such assistance as will insure the successful continuation of the committee's 
work. W. H. Smiley, Secretary 



RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE MASSACHU- 
SETTS ASSOCIATION OF CLASSICAL AND HIGH SCHOOL 
TEACHERS. 
[Appointed at the annual meeting held at Brookline, April lr, 1896, to confer 

with the examining boards of the New England colleges. Adopted by the association 

at the annual meeting held at Roxbury, April 10, 1897.] 

The committee wishes to preface these recommendations by the state- 
ment that it conceives its special function to be a presentation of the diffi- 
culties experienced by the smaller high schools of the state in meeting the 
college requirements for admission. These schools have not (it seems to this 
committee) been adequately represented in the deliberations and recom- 
mendations of the New England Association of Colleges and Preparatory 
Schools, the valuable results of whose labors, however, this committee fully 
appreciates. Comparatively few of the 252 high schools of Massachusetts 
are in touch with the colleges. This is not a desirable condition of things, 
and any measures that tend to increase local opportunities of preparation for 
college are worthy of careful consideration. 

The recommendations offered herewith tend in the desired direction, as 
the members of the committee know from their own experience, and from an 
extensive correspondence with principals of high schools and academies ; and 
though they are not very far reaching, the committee does not feel justified 
in proposing, at this time, more radical changes, since it realizes that the 
much-needed upbuilding of the smaller schools, on the one side, and the 
needed modifications of college entrance requirements, on the other, are mat- 
ters of slow change not to be greatly hastened with safety. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

i. The committee recommends that the requirements for admission to 
college with and without Greek be made more nearly equivalent. 
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The substitutes for Greek, as now allowed by Harvard, require more time 
in preparation, and are, also, more difficult than the Greek. 

To illustrate : To prepare for both the elementary and advanced Greek 
now requires three years (i 20 weeks) or four or five recitations a week, requir- 
ing from 480 to 600 recitations securing five counts, or points, on the whole 
examination. 

The most favorable combination of substitutes is as follows : 

A modern language, both elementary and advanced, three years (120 
weeks), four recitations, 480 recitations securing three points. 

Advanced mathematics, one year (forty weeks), four recitations, 160 reci- 
tations securing two points. 

Advanced physics or chemistry, one year (forty weeks), four recitations, 
160 recitations securing two points. 

In other words, as a substitute for the five points of Greek requiring 480 
to 6oo recitations, seven points requiring 800 recitations are demanded. 

The second mathematical requirement of advanced algebra and analytics 
is distinctly more difficult than the first of solid geometry and trigonometry. 
Could this be reduced in difficulty it would be a gain. Could advanced Latin 
composition be made to count when pupils offer an advanced modern lan- 
guage, much relief would be afforded, and without detriment to the standard 
of admission. 

The present difficulty of the substitute for Greek forces to the selection of 
that subject many pupils who take it as an elementary subject intending, 
from the start, to drop it after examination. 

The smaller schools, necessarily limited in the number of teachers, find 
themselves restricted to Greek, in most cases, on account of the nature and 
difficulty of its substitutes. Many have not the facilities for the science 
requirements, and the Greek is easier than the double mathematical require- 
ment. 

2. The committee recommends that no change be made in the present 
requirements for admission which shall increase the number of required sub- 
jects or essentially enlarge the total amount of work. This does not refer to 
the contemplated additions to the mathematical requirements for admission 
to some of the scientific schools. As a matter of fact, the committee con- 
siders that serious harm is wrought by the low standard of admission to some 
of the scientific schools. 

3. (a) The committee recommends that adequate time be given for writ- 
ing the examinations in algebra and geometry, and in the opinion of this com- 
mittee one hour is distinctly inadequate. This increase in time for the 
examination does not necessarily involve an increase in the relative rating of 
these subjects. They could still be estimated as one-hour subjects. 

(b) Recognizing that the work done by the commission of New England 
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colleges has properly emphasized the place of English in the list of require- 
ments and has resulted in a greatly improved method of examination in that 
subject, the committee dislikes to have this benefit in any way diminished for 
the smaller high schools of the state. The annual purchase by the smaller 
cities and towns of sets of books which four or five years later are to be laid 
aside apparently forever, seems to this committee an additional burden for 
which there appears to be no real compensation, and a burden which will 
prove an accumulating one. 

It is difficult to see why a novel of Scott, for instance, which is suitable in 
1 895 for the purpose of study and examination, is not equally suitable in 1 897, 
and the committee recommends, therefore, that the statement of the require- 
ment indicate the author and number of his works to be studied (as, two 
novels of Scott, three plays of Shakespeare), leaving it with the school to 
select the particular work, or works, and that, so long as the present method 
of examination is continued, the list of books assigned for careful study remain 
unaltered for, perhaps, a decade. Thus the chief advantages of the present 
plan would be retained, and a burden, increasingly serious, would be removed 
from the smaller communities, so many of which are providing liberally (in 
proportion to their means) for secondary education. 

In the smaller schools where there are but one or two pupils preparing for 
college, these cannot be handled in a separate class, so that it is not a ques- 
tion merely of one or two copies of each of several books, but a section of 
from fifteen to thirty must be supplied with sets of the same books. The 
mere storage of these books will soon be a difficult matter. The burden is a 
real one, and this committee believes that in a few years it will be felt much 
more positively. 

(c) The committee recommends that for sight translation in Latin, the 
applicants be expected to have as a vocabulary all words occurring at least 
three times in Caesar's Gallic War, Books I-IV ; Cicero's Catiline, I-IV ; 
Archias ; Manilian Law ; Virgil's ALneid, Books I -VI ; and that the meaning 
of other words occurring in assigned passages be given. A similar recom- 
mendation for Greek at sight would suggest Xenophon's Anabasis, Books I- 
IV ; Homer's Iliad, Books I— I II ; Odyssey, Book I. 

For the prose composition requirements, it is recommended that the 
vocabulary expected of the applicant include only words occurring at least 
three times (for the Latin) in one book of Caesar and one oration of Cicero, 
and (for the Greek) in two books of the Anabasis ; the colleges to agree upon 
and to announce in advance the books and oration. 

4.. (a) The committee recommends that in the case of colleges at present 
not accepting certificates in place of entrance examinations, those applicants 
who present themselves for examination in advanced subjects be credited with 
the preliminary requirements in the same subjects without examination. 
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(6) The committee recommends that there be given an opportunity for the 
examination of applicants, two years before entrance, in elementary subjects. 
Most schools are compelled to place these subjects in the first two years 
of their courses, and find the regular work of the last two years much crowded 
by the necessity of reviews in them just prior to examination. The present 
difficulty is similar to that which would be experienced by college students 
should they be required within one year from graduation, to pass examination 
in the studies of the freshmen and sophomore years in addition to those of 
the junior and senior years. The pupils of the secondary schools, however, 
are more immature, and the responsibility of their work rests on the school, 
while college students are personally responsible. In this respect, therefore, 
the illustration does not show the full extent of the difficulty, but only its 
nature. 

5. The committee recommends that where the same subjects are required 
for admission to the different colleges, or scientific schools, there should be 
uniformity in the amount required and in the nature of the examination, and 
that in the languages the colleges either agree upon the works to be read, or, 
better still, specify only the amount and kind. 

The committee believes that evidence of ability to do contemplated work 
should outweigh in value evidence of the successful accomplishment of speci- 
fied work . 

In conclusion, the committee expresses the hope that these recommenda- 
tions will approve themselves to the careful judgment of the examining 
boards of the various New England colleges and scientific schools, and that 
they will be adopted by them for the purpose of removing some of the pres- 
ent difficulties experienced by the smaller schools in fitting pupils for college. 

Committee : 

Charles S. Moore, New Bedford, 

Chairman, 
E. D. Russell, Lynn, 
W. L. Eaton, Concord, 
H. W. Kittredge, Westfield, 
J. O. Sanborn, Hingham, Secretary, 
April 12, 1897 



